chapter XV
PEKING
W
HEN small Chinese children point their fingers at
me and cry " Foreign Barbarian " I long to possess
sufficient knowledge of their language to reply.   I
should like to tell them that they are right: that I am a " Foreign
Barbarian "—a blot upon the landscape ; that I know that my
appearance and my clothes are absurd and that I have no
manners; that I am full of prejudices and flagrantly indifferent
to the most important things of life such as the influences of
Good and Evil spirits; and that when I come to be buried I
don't care in the least whether the funeral takes place on an
auspicious or an inauspicious day, or in what direction my toes
or my head point, or even whether there is a funeral at all; and,
if the occasion presented itself, I should flatly refuse to be
venerated as an ancestor—in short that I am a " Foreign
Barbarian " of the very worst type, unlettered, ill mannered and
contemptible.   At the same time I am deprived of the com-
forting conviction that because I happened to be born in England
of British stock, I am, by the grace of God, by day and by night,
in health and in sickness, in danger and in death, sober or drunk,
a superior person.  In spite of a public school education I fail to
recognize, or to allow, that my fellow-men, because they may be
of another people or another colour, are creatures of inferior
standing.   After all we have no monopoly of cleanliness, of
consideration, of good behaviour, of sobriety or even of intelli-
gence.   The rest makes no difference to me whatever.   I
remember, not very long after my school days were over, finding
myself hundreds of miles from anywhere amongst a group of
aristocratic Arabs of particularly holy birth.   They were descen-
dants of the Prophet. They received me hospitably at their far-
away saintly city where few Europeans had penetrated.  After
a long and friendly conversation one of them laid his hands very
gently on my shoulders and said, " You have our entire sym-
pathy. It must be sad indeed to be an outcast and an infidel/1
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